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the Straits, Tenasserim, southern Burma, and Arakan,
until they were brought to a standstill by either the
vast walls of the Himalayas or by the southward
trend of Mongolian peoples. They recognise a slight
resemblance in matters of counting, names for
domestic implements, in a way village architecture,
and their head-hunting propensities, to those of the
Dyaks ; while their love for marine shells (which
they part with but rarely) may seem to point to a
bygone home near the sea ; though now they are a
far inland residing community. The late Colonel
J. Johnston, formerly Political Agent at Manipur,
alludes to this idea of a far southern original home
for the Nagas ; while the traditions of the Maram
tribe of Nagas on the east of the Barail range go to
show that their original home was somewhere far
to the south of \vhere they are now. It is perhaps
worthy of notice that the tribe of Kukis (Lushais)
with similar characteristics are still moving north ;
wrhile across in Burma the great Kachin tribes have
been steadily pressing south even to our day. But
this old theory has practically exploded, and it is now
definitely decided that this people belong to a Thibeto-
Burman stock. The Nagas, particularly the Angamis,
are an athletic and by no means a bad-looking race,
and are in religion spirit worshippers. They are,
for savages, a moral race, the same customs in marriage
obtaining with them as with the Kachins already
dealt with. Their weapons are spears seven feet long
and over, and short assegais which are thrown with
great skill for twenty-five yards and more, a heavy
battle-axe, or " dao," and at one time they possessed
a considerable number of old muzzle-loading guns,